
General Meeting: September 23, 2015 

 

1. President’s Report: 

A. 20 days in, crazy breadth and depth of the PTO. Lots of caring/giving, huge support of 

volunteers, committee are filling up and students are being served!  

2. Secretary’s Report: 

A. Presented, no comments/suggestions 

B. Motion to accept: Pam Katko 

C. Second: Carol Slavka 

D. Motion carried unanimously 

3. Principal’s Report from Katie Windham: 

A. Safety Training Monday: HCSD is “light years” ahead of other school locally and nationally.  

a. Lockdown drills: there will be 3 this year as opposed to 1 as in previous years. We’ve 

had one already and it went very well.  

b. Local media coverage 

B. Staff “out” of the class, but in the building for assessments… there have been quite a few  

C. Conferences are coming up soon 

D. Staff is in a great place and there are a lot of innovative things happening 

E. Questions raised re: bussing. Parents are encouraged to keep reaching out to 

transportation.  

F. Susie Alexander coming back from her leave.  

4. Communication:  

A. Creating a Communication Packet re: colors and logos 

B. School Website: hoping to have something that is robust and easier to manage 

C. Email (already went out) to Chairs with Communication Team process and how they can 

help 

D. 250 likes on Facebook in a school of 600 and 400 families. If we can get these numbers up 

and get people to interact more, then we can increase our communication efforts  

a. Suggest liking the HTE Facebook page, as well as the HTE PTO page 

E. Can be reached at htepto@gmail.com 

5. Volunteer: 

a. All committees are chaired 

b. All chairs have been given their list of volunteers 

c. If chairs need more volunteers, let Chris Clifton or Laura Caito know ASAP 

d. Working to get more High School students (Panther Ambassadors) involved 

e. More Sign-Up Genius opportunities will be coming.  

i. There’s also a paper form to gather volunteers that will go home in the next 

week 

6. Book Fair: 

a. November 13 launch with a big Family Night Event 

b. Fair November 16-20 and kids will be browsing sometime during that timeframe. Will be 

open the night of the play. 



c. VIP lunch will happen again this year. Possibly looking for more space for eating as it was 

very successful (crowed) last year.  

d. Monster Theme 

e. Family Night: games (run by students so parents can participate with their kids) 

i. Ronald McDonald and the Sports Nut will come read to the kids  

ii. Looking for an adult Monster Costume 

iii. Changing up food options this year… details to follow 

7. Treasurer: 

a. Checking starting/ending balance: $ 13,219.90/$ 5,488.41 

b. Savings starting/ending balance: $ 42,437.14/ $ 80,237.73 

c. These #’s look huge because we have all the revenue from the mum sale collected, but 

haven’t written the check ($ 27,930.25) to Fortmeyer & Sons yet 

d. Motion to accept: Carol Slavka, Second: April Keller, carried unanimously 

8. Harvest Festival: 

a. October 3, 11-2 

b. Trick or Trot, early registration ends this week 

c. Chris Cakes, 9-11 (included with race registration) 

i. Free: 3 giant bounce house, cotton candy, snow cones, popcorn, face painting, 

games/prizes, candy, photo ops from Pretty as a Princess 

ii. Fee: pumpkin patch ($2) with decoration supplies, bake sale, dunk tank, spirit 

wear, food trucks (Flyer’s giving us a great deal), raffle 

d. We need volunteers. We’re only at 50% but ambassadors will help too.  

e. Mumkins: 

i. $37k in sales, we keep $9.6k! 

ii. We need volunteers 

iii. Mrs. Wilson highest in class sales 

iv. Bella Sherman is going to be Principal for a Day 

1. Logan Kyle was 2nd (sold more units, but lower dollars) so he will be Vice 

President 

9. Spirit Wear: 

a. Preordered 200 shirts in various sizes 

b. Available at the Fall Festival 

c. Selling for between $6-8 

i. Only making $1-2 per shirt 

d. 1st Friday in the month, starting in December will be a Spirit wear day 

i. November’s date will coincide with Family night to kick off the Book Fair 

ii. October 9th so it’s after the Harvest Festival 

10. ISPTO: 

a. Reps from Heritage and Beacon Spirit Wear 

i. Using Paypal and Square to capture sales (about 2.7%) 

b. Local Business spotlight (and provided food for the meeting): Carved 

i. Locally owned, donated to the raffle for Harvest Festival 

c. Local Rewards 

i. GFS and Target are being discontinued 



d. Law Enforcement 

i. Looking into different types of drills and scenarios (not a set plan) 

ii. Superintendent’s message 

iii. Video on Youtube: Run, Hide, Fight Houston 

1. This would be good for families to watch (adults only first) to 

understand what the changing philosophy is as we manage these type 

of situations. This will evolve in terms of how this will be communicated 

sensitively to elementary aged students. 

a. Suggestion of communicating to families that they create 

emergency family plans 

e. October 20th at Bradley is the next meeting 

i. Meet the candiadates who are running for school board 

1. Open to the community, not a formal meeting 

11. Room Parents: 

a. All classes have a lead except Mrs. Risener’s (sp?) class and she’s working on it 

b. Separate meeting for kindergarten parents 

12. Old Business: 

a. Outdoor Learning Lab (Hites): 

i. Areas have been mapped (and tweeted) 

ii. Will use his personal tiller ASAP (but would love to get a bigger one) 

1. Needs another till in the spring and then it will be seeded 

b. ELMO machines 

i. We have no invoices, but the equipment is here.  

ii. Katie  Windham will reach out to Shelli Miller to try and figure out what might 

have happened/if they were paid for with alternate funds 

c. Outdoor Seating 

i. 5k is approved 

ii. Carol has looked at what all the elementary schools have (200+ pics) 

1. Beacon has a covered area 

2. Ridgewood, Washington, Horizon: Shaded area for tables 

3. Many just have tables 

iii. Looking to get staff input 

iv. Reminder that there are many kids in wheelchairs, so we want to consider 

accessibility, which was already on the radar 

13. New Business: 

a. Calendaring System 

i. Now you can link the school calendar to your device (go to the school website or 

to the district website: follow the “Calendar” heading). 

ii. Can be refined by event type, school, etc.  

iii. This eliminates duplicate bookings 

iv. Away games include addresses which will pop into navigation on your device 

b. Next PTO Meeting is October 27th which is a TUESDAY (so as not to compete with the 

State of the School Address on Wednesday at Darby). 

i. State of the School Address with include: 



1. One2One 

2. 5th grade capstone 

3. Run, Fight, Flight Training and philosophy 

c. No November PTO meeting because of book fair scheduling, so November business will 

wrap into the December (12.2.15) meeting 

d. Directory: Tricia Peck is the chair. Request for Facebook info to be included (the school 

and PTO pages). 

i. Will be digital 

e. Box Tops are due the beginning of November 

i. Drive will be the week of the 12th. There will be a classroom competition. 

Adjourn: 

 Motion made by Carol Slavka, 2nd by Chris Clifton, carried unanimously 


